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April 

April 2—MBS meeting 

      Mark Fields demo 

Apr 6—Novice Class* 

Apr 13—Novice Class* 

Apr 27—Intermediate Class (A)* 

Apr 28-Intermediate Class (B)* 

    

 May 

May 7—MBS meeting 

      Member’s trees  

May 11 or 18—Novice Class* 

May 11-12 — Chicago Exhibit 

 

June 

June 4—MBS meeting 

      Pines 

June 22–Intermediate Class (A)* 

June 23-Intermediate Class (B)* 

June 29-30 — Advanced Class w/ 

  Peter Tea 

 

July 

July 13—MBS picnic 

 

August 

Aug 1-11—State Fair 

Aug 6 — MBS meeting TBD 

Aug 10–Intermediate Class (A)* 

Aug 11-Intermediate Class (B)* 
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Bonsai Society 
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Information Line 
414-299-9229 

 April Meeting 
 

At our April 2nd meeting we 
will be having Mark Fields will 
do a demonstration on how to 
make a bonsai. You will see a 
great transition.  He will be 
working on either a Spaan's 
Dwarf Coastal or a Itoigawa 
Juniper.  Along with this he 
may have left some of his 
trees that he is bringing for 
his workshops on Sunday and 
earlier in the day on Tuesday. 
He is bringing junipers, dwarf 
Hinoki, Scots pine, Trident 
maple and Sekka.   

Mark Fields began in bonasi 
when he was 9 years old.  His 
dad was in the landscape 
business, as is Mark, and his 
dad would bring trees that he 
had dug up home for Mark. 
He has studied with more 
than 60 artists from around 
the world. He has worked 
with names such as Yuji Yo-
shimura, Danny Use of Ging-
ko Bonsai in Belgium and 
Masahiko Kimura — super-
stars in the bonsai world. 
More recently Mr. Fields has 
been traveling to Japan to 
visit and study bonsai nurse-
ries and working with Bjorn 
Bjorholm, an artist certified 
by the Japanese Bonsai As-
sociation.   

Mark was here a couple of 
years ago and did a great 
demo of a Juniper.  A mem-
ber bought it in an auction 
after he was done and its 
doing well.  Tuesday's tree 

will be auctioned off also. 

  So bring some cash or check 
book to buy a great tree  

Next Meeting 
April 2, 2019 

6:45 pm 

Boerner Botanical 
Gardens 



President’s Message April 2019 
  

 Well, it is time for another president’s 

message and I am slightly out of ideas as to 

what to talk about.  I could talk yet again 

about the weather and how things seem to fi-

nally be warming up, but I’ve done that in 

previous messages and we seem to get hit with 

a major snowstorm afterwards.  I could also 

talk about how I’m sure everyone is getting 

antsy to work on their trees, but I’m sure that 

would just be stating the obvious. 

 So I think I will talk about how everything 

I really needed to know about bonsai I learned 

by being patient.  Bonsai is an art where wait-

ing is key.  We trim and wire and then wait 

for the tree to grow.  We repot and then wait 

so the tree can become accustom to its new 

home.  We first get a tree and have to wait 

before working on it (at least I do) so the tree 

can get acclimated to my environment.   

 What other hobby, or way of life, involves 

so much waiting??  Stamp collecting offers in-

stant gratification and so do many sport hob-

bies.  I know when I bowl I am rewarded with 

a  measure of how I did once the game is 

complete and I can see how well or not so well 

I’ve done. There is not much waiting involved 

at all. 

 My trees, even when I try to will them to 

grow faster, always seem to grow at their own 

pace and on their own time schedule.  Unfor-

tunately that schedule is not always the same 

as mine.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

I think our trees and our wonderful bonsai 

hobby can teach everyone on “the outside” a 

lesson in patience.  The world can use more 

people who have patience with each other.  

Some times people in the world need to think 

before they speak or act.  I know many situa-

tions may have turned out on a positive note if 

the people involved had waited before sending 

an email or text or even by thinking before 

acting. 

 I think the morale of this message is for all 

of us to take that same patience we have with 

our trees and to use that behavior with other 

people.  Kindness grows exponentially and if all 

of us treat one person better and that person 

shows patience and kindness to one person 

pretty soon the world would be a better place 

for everyone. 

 Moving on, I read an interesting article on 

moss the other day that my friend Bonnie P 

passed on to me.  She follows the Appalachian 

Voices and forwarded the article on to me.  If 

anyone is interested in learning more about 

moss you can find the article here.   

 Don’t forget to attend the April Tuesday 

meeting where Mark Fields will be demon-

strating on a very nice tree he picked out es-

pecially for us.  We will be auctioning off the 

tree at the end of the meeting also. 

 

 Lets all practice patience with each other 

so others can learn from our example! 

 

Melissa J. 
 

 

http://appvoices.org/2013/06/20/the-mysterious-world-of-moss/


Adventures in Making a Blended Tree 
by Kris Z 
 
For those of you looking for a fun adventure in creating a bonsai, I’d like to share with you the blended 
tree method.  You start with an odd number of whips (straight seedlings) and start binding them at the 
bottom with tape.  Bind up to where you want your first branch, then take that whip out of the binding 
process.   Then bind to the second branch, then to the back branch, etc.  You can put future branches 
where you want them.  I have done this with Amur maple (see photo #1).  This is a combo of three 
blended trees that I put together over the years.  The second one I did was a combo of Japanese and 
Korean hornbeams (pic #2).  This year I’m putting together a blended tree with 3 different types of azal-
eas (I got the whips last year when Dave Kreutz came to Milwaukee) (pic #3).  I need to put this one to-
gether quickly as they are starting to bud out! 
 
I first learned about blended trees from Pauline Muth at an ABS convention.  That’s where I made my 
first blended trees (3 of them) with the Amur maples.  If you are interested, please email me 
(hagr8d@mac.com) and I can send you Pauline’s instructions (I do have permissions to copy the instruc-
tions). 
 
I am including a link the website where I get my whips.  If you are interested in starting a forest, these 
whips/seedlings would also work out well  

 
 

   
 

Photo #1 

Photo #2 

Photo #3 

mailto:hagr8d@mac.com
https://kaedebonsai-en.com/shop/product-category/pottedestablished_seedlings/?utm_source=Bonsai+Customers&utm_campaign=c60d0152a9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_03_04_03_44&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68a764a5e4-c60d0152a9-243595145
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Next MBS meeting will be 

April 2, 2019 at 6:45pm 

Boerner Botanical Gardens 

9400 Boerner Dr 

Hales Corners, WI  53130 
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Things in readiness 
With budding trees, pots and tools 
The season begins 
 
~Joe N 
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